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(54) FILE MANAGEMENT METHOD 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the nonuse part of an external 
storage device without enlarging the size of an area 
management table and to effectively use it by providing 
an area use table managing blocks obtained by 
subdividing respective area in addition to the area 
management table, and using the area management 
table and the area use table jointly. 

CONSTITUTION: A file information table 1 storing 
information, on a data file, the area management table 2 
managing the use state of the storage area of the data 
file and the area use table 3 managing the use state of 
the blocks obtained by subdividing the storage area are 
provided. The area use table 3 has area numbers 8 
corresponding to the area numbers 8 of the area 
management table 2, and the respective area numbers 
8a have plural area block numbers 10. Namely, the area 
storing the data file is divided into the plural blocks, and 
one area can be shared by the plural files by using the 
area management table 2 and the use table 3 jointly. 
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